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Tidy Kiwis are being called to help clean up the Kaipara Harbour.

Catchment care, a programme run by Fonterra and conservation volunteers, has decided to help clean up the harbour
between now and January and they'd like a helping hand.

About 10 volunteers are needed over 30 days to put in native plants and trees, release existing plants from weeds and
provide a habitat for the migratory birds which depend on the area.

Fonterra catchment care programme manager Leana Hunt says the programme mainly attracts international volunteers w
are visiting New Zealand.

"But as we move into the summer holidays, we're hoping to get some local people who are keen to make a difference to
the environment involved," Ms Hunt says.

"The aim is to protect and enhance the long-term health of the Kaipara Harbour through a whole-catchment approach.

"This will involve habitat restoration including weeding and plant releasing, support fencing and planting in priority areas,
habitat creation and erosion control planting.

The catchment care team started the project last week at Pouto Peninsula carrying out a variety of work from planting 80
trees to surveying pest species living in the areas.

This week the team is working at the Otakanini Topu Incorporation, a large farm in the Helensville area, where they will b
doing a variety of tasks.

"The remaining days are still to be scheduled but these are likely to start again in December-January and will include wor
in the areas above as well as Hoteo River – a priority sub-catchment, eastern Kaipara and the Tapora peninsula."

Ms Hunt says they chose the Kaipara Harbour because it was the largest enclosed harbour in the southern hemisphere a
is an area of national and international significance.

Volunteers can register at www.catchmentcare.co.nz, call 0800-567-686 or email catchmentcare@fonterra. com. Visit
www.catchmentcare.co.nz for details.
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